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Imperialism and World War I

TBL Knowledge Application

Step One

Find the following readings in your materials book:

•	 page 45: “Declaration of Neutrality”

•	 page 40: “Declaration of War”

•	 page 47: “Armistice – The End of World War I”

•	 page 43: “Thoughts on Ending a War”

For the additional texts, read and respond to questions in the boxes, as you have 
done with previous readings. 

Next, using your notes for each text, analyze the pivotal points in World War I.

With your team, discuss the different perspectives provided in these readings. 
Fill out the charts with your team’s ideas.
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Step Two

Imagine that you are history experts and that a film director asks for your help writing a script 
for a new movie about World War I. Your job is to write a speech that a high-ranking officer 
will deliver to government officials, explaining what causes a country to move from a position 
of neutrality to engaging in war and the responsibility of negotiating a peace settlement.

Use the ideas and text resources from step one to write the speech. Be prepared to present 
your speech to the class.


